
By Alice Shanahan

The SPCA's Humane
Education Program has taken a leap
forward with dedicated volunteers,
materials from NAHEE (the educa-
tional arm of the Humane Society of
the U.S.), and membership in the
Westchester County District
Attorney's Task Force for Humane
Education.

Humane education provides
moral and character development
relating to humane care. Through our
efforts, we strive to instill empathy,
kindness, compassion, tolerance, and
responsibility, which will lead to self
respect and respect for others, moral
judgment and decision-making, and
critical thought. By teaching children
to be animal advocates, we are pro-
moting good citizenship and breaking
the proven link between children who
abuse animals and adults who commit
violent acts against others.

After a year of hard work, we
launched our pilot program in
September with four fifth-grade class-
es at Trinity Elementary Public
School in New Rochelle. Our first
Crime Scene Investigation (CSI)
module debuted in October. Students
investigated an actual case prosecuted
by the Westchester District Attorney's
Office-a dog lacking food, exercise,
and proper care. This particular case
involved "neglect" and illustrated that
animal abuse comes in many different 
forms. 

The students divided into CSI 
teams, who examined evidence pho-
tos and a table of items from the
crime scene. Each team appointed a
spokesperson and developed answers
to four questions:
What crime was committed?
How did it happen?
How do you think this animal felt?
How could you have made a differ-
ence if you had been aware of what
was happening?

Our goal was to encourage
the children to think about what they
saw and draw conclusions (critical
thinking,) work as a team in present-
ing those conclusions (teamwork and
organization,) put themselves in the
animal's place (empathy,) and discuss
how they could have made a differ-
ence in the treatment this animal
received (making the right moral
choices). 

The module concluded with
information on how the animal was
rescued and rehabilitated, and a photo
of him in his new home with his new
family, reinforcing the fact that an
abusive situation can turn out happily
if someone only steps in to help. 

Nor did we neglect the conse-
quences to the owners or an "evi-
dence" table containing all the items
pets require to remain healthy and
well cared for. Most gratifying was
the excitement the exercise generated
as the students immersed themselves
in the investigation. Other modules
available deal with a wildlife CSI
case and with pit bulls and people's
perceptions about the breed. Sessions
are offered to fifth-grade classes in
the fall and spring.

In addition to the humane
modules, a grant from NAHEE has
enabled us to provide their monthly
newsletter "Kind News" to over 200
classrooms in Westchester Schools.

Our thanks to Anita Wilton,
Tracy Basile, and Lisa Jonassen,
SPCAvolunteers who have put in a
great deal of work with the Task
Force. Our goal is to help raise a
kinder generation by expanding this
program to all Westchester schools.
We will require more help as we
move forward. If you are interested in
becoming a part of the humane out-
reach committee, please let us know.
We would love to have you join us in
this important initiative.
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A NOTE FROM THE NEW EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Gail E. Foreman, Ph.D.

Animal welfare has always held my heart, but not always been my vocation. I received my
B.S. from the University of South Carolina and my Ph.D. from Ohio State, where I taught
for several years before running off to join the zoo and direct two zoological gardens and
one nature center. For twenty-five years I worked in wildlife conservation-wild cats, specifi-
cally-the small ones. 

So I like cats. Actually, I have equal affection for dogs, horses, and all other creatures that
crawl, fly, slither, or swim on this fragile planet we occupy. Therefore, if in the future you
detect an environmental bent to my writing, you will be reading me correctly. All nature, in
its infinite variety, fascinates, bedazzles, and beguiles me. For that reason, I feel fortunate to
have landed in Westchester County. The mix of city and country appeals to my senses; the
mission of the SPCA, the role it plays in rehoming homeless pets and preventing animal
cruelty, feeds my soul. It's a heady blend, one I trust I'll have the privilege to enjoy for
many years.

My goal at the SPCAis to partner with the board, staff, and community in evolving our
aging shelter into a modern, professional animal welfare organization that provides leader-

ship for similar institutions in Westchester. Through collaboration and cooperation in such efforts as the Westchester
Animal Response Team, Feral Cat Task Force, and Animal Cruelty Prevention Task Force, we can make a difference.
Through greater efficiency and compassion, we can carry out our mission and realize our goals. But miracles take time,
and your continued support as we undergo essential changes is the lifeblood that keeps us moving in the right direction.
Thank you for your past, present, and future aid and encouragement.

Executive Director
Gail E. Foreman, Ph.D.
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W ith a War m Welcome
A NOTE FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD

Deborah Mehne

Dear Friends,  

It seems like yesterday that Steve
Diller took over the position of inter-
im Executive Director at the SPCAof
Westchester, when in fact it was fif-
teen months ago!  Steve stepped in to
oversee a transition in management
and during that time implemented
many progressive programs all to the
betterment of the SPCAorganization.
With the transition period complete,
Steve will be returning to his fulltime
career as a dog behaviorist and trainer,
with the deep gratitude of the staff
and Board of Directors of the SPCA.

I'm pleased to welcome Gail

Foreman, Ph.D. to the SPCAto
assume the position of Executive
Director.  Gail's background in animal
conservation combined with a work-
ing knowledge of non-profit manage-
ment make her the perfect candidate
to fit our current needs.  

It's an exciting time here at the SPCA
and I'm indebted to you, our loyal
friends and supporters, for enabling
us to build a better tomorrow for the
animals and communities who depend
on us.

Please stay tuned and look for innova-
tive programs, enhanced adoption
services, a strong, vibrant and proac-

tive Humane Law Enforcement
Division all operating within improve-
ments to the physical plant.

We could not do all that we are able
to do for the animals without your
continued support and concern.

With much gratitude,

Deborah Mehne
Chairman



Almost 300 SPCA supporters and 50 canines
were in attendance at the 4th annual "Top Hat & Tails"
benefit event held on October 14th at Lyndhurst in
Tarrytown.  With Stockard Channing graciously carrying
the evening forward as emcee, the annual event raised
over $170,000 for the SPCA's animal rescue programs.

'” Top Hat & Tails' provides a valuable source of
funds so that the SPCA can continue to provide not only
shelter for animals in need, but also the life saving anti-
cruelty programs to protect the animals of Westchester
County," said Benefit Event Chair, Robyn Campanella.

Michael Hegarty of Briarcliff was honored with
the annual John W. Beach Memorial Award and Eileen
and Drew McFadden of Pleasantville were presented
with the SPCA Distinguished Service Award.
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Anita Hegarty, Paul Shaffer and Michael Hegarty,
recipient of the John W. Beach Memorial Award

Top Hat Emcee Stockard Channing posed for pet
Photographer Liza Margulies with shelter dog, Blondie.

Executive Director Gail
Foreman presents the
Distinguished Service
Award to Drew and
Eileen McFadden

Martha Stewart with Sharkey, SPCA Chairman
Deborah Mehne and honoree Michael Hegarty.

Top Hat & Tails Raises over $170,000 for SPCAAnimals

Once again, Cleo's Barkery whipped up tasty treats for the 4-
legged guests in attendance, Liza Margulies (www.snooty-
dog.com) was behind the camera capturing beautiful portraits
of people and their pets, and all the flowers were generously
donated by Michael George of Hybrid. The auction featured
over 60 items such as exciting trips, golf outings, jewelry, fine
dining gift certificates, and more - all generously donated by
local businesses and individuals.
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After a six-year hiatus, the SPCA of
e    Westchester's Wags & Whiskers  

Walkathon made a comeback on
Sunday, April 30 at FDR Park in Yorktown.
Several hundred people and their canine
companions participated in the event which
raised more than $25,000 for the SPCA of
Westchester's life-saving animal rescue
programs.  Hearty gratitude to the event
sponsors and participants for making the
day a great success!

Wags&Whiskers

Molly

MEND-A-FRIEND
The SPCA of Westchester has set up an emergency fund to help animals that come in to our shelter who are
in need of special veterinary care, making it possible for them to receive surgery or other expensive veterinary
treatment.

Then fate intervened…once more, less than a month later. Inattention, an open door, and a con-
gested city street resulted in tragedy. A car fractured Molly's hind leg in two places. The
microchip we had implanted at the SPCA led her back to us. We called her new owners. They
hadn't even realized she was missing. When they learned what it could cost to fix her
injuries…they pleaded poverty and surrendered her back to us.
We understand. Truly We do. People have different priorities, and often, unfortunately, pets fall
somewhere below new cars or bigger houses. Okay. Maybe we don't understand. Pets give us
unconditional love and ask little in return. How then can we abandon them when they need us
the most? Molly underwent surgery and the cost topped $3,000. If you would like to contribute
to Molly's medical expenses through "Mend a Friend," or have room in your heart and home for
a forever-friend, please contact us. 

MOLLY’S STORY: We know nothing of Molly's life before she came to us, but it couldn't have been a happy one.
From the beginning, she stole our hearts, and we failed to understand why her family had abandoned her to the
streets.  Being the beautiful, friendly girl she is, Molly quickly found a new home, but it was not to be. After almost five
years, one family member suddenly developed allergies, and Molly came back to us again. Three months later she left
again, with a large family-kids to play with, a family to love, and to love her.

Walkatho n 2006

Penny, a Border Collie,
owned by Martin Levy,
MD of Ardsley, demon-
strated her Frisbee 

talents



How can you say no to that face?!

Fiona was loved by a family that was
transferred overseas. Her heartbroken
former owners describe her as an easy-
going indoors-only cat who gets along
well with young children. In fact, one
year old Fiona is so mellow she doesn’t
even mind having her nails trimmed!
Since she was the only animal in the
household, we don’t know how Fiona
responds to other dogs or cats.

Meet a male of distinction. We can’t
decide whether it is his elegant black
nose, his unusual medium-sized tail,
or, simply, his sweet personality that
sets Simon apart, but take our word
for it, he has to be seen to be believed.
Simon is fine with young children (8
and older) as well as other cats. We
don’t know how he reacts to dogs.

Nay Nay is a sweet and loving 2 year
old spayed female lab mix with a very
affectionate personality. She arrived at
the SPCAwith her 5 puppies who
have all since been adopted. Nay Nay
gets along with kids, cats and other
dogs. She is house broken and walks
great on a leash, loves to play and lay
her head on your lap and look up at
you with her pretty eyes. Nay Nay
would make a great family pet!

Roly and Poly are rough-and-tumble boys
who need a special family to play with
and love. They were born positive for
Feline Leukemia (FeLV) and require an
indoor home, where they are the only cats
(or a home with other FeLV positive
cats.) FeLV positive cats often live long
lives without ever developing the disease,
which is transmittable only to other cats,
not to humans or dogs. These boys love
snuggling with each other and attention
from their special caretakers at the shel-
ter. Let Roly and Poly liven up your
home and provide you with hours of
entertainment and  unconditional love.

Peaches is a young dog who would func-
tion well in a moderately active, structured
family situation. Because she is deaf, her
new family would need to learn how to
communicate using visual commands
(hand signals) rather than traditional voice
commands. (There are many excellent
resources to learn how to do this and the
SPCA can help, too.) For the motivated
family, Peaches would make a rewarding
addition. Peaches gets along with other
dogs. We don't know about cats. OK with
kids aged 12 and older.
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Lou is like a beloved uncle…you just
can't get enough of him! Well, fortu-
nately, YOU can, because Lou is in
the market for a loving forever family.
This handsome fellow is as affable as
he is good looking. In fact, Lou is so
good natured, he would fit in well in
any household, adult-only or a family
with children. We're not sure how Lou
gets along with dogs but he appears to
be OK with other cats.

Lou Nay Nay Roly and Poly

Simon

Fiona

Peaches

The SPCA of Westchester has a large selection of homeless dogs and
cats, each waiting for a second change. Come by the shelter or visit

some of our adopt able 
animals on-line at: www .SPCA914.org.

* Photographs by
Steve Levit sky
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“Hi. Bilbo her e, gonzo reporter for
Paw Prints, just returned from deep-
cover, where I disguised myself as
Garfield to expose animal fraud in the
entertainment industry. All I uncov-
ered was lots of lasagna.

“Despite my name, I’m not a hobbit,
though I do have hairy feet. And
unlike my namesake, I cut a slim fig-
ure.”

Paw Prints Editor: “Bilbo, this publi-
cation subscribes to truth in journalism.”

“You’re right, Chief; I suppose we should start out on the
right paw. I’m (ahem) somewhat plump. Hey! Okay,
okay. Bring back my bowl of Fancy Feast. You want
truth? I’m fat…fat…fat. There. Does it gratify you to
humiliate an esteemed member of the press, a recent
recipient of the Purrlitzer Prize in feline journalism? Aha,
it worked; she’s leaving. Guess that last salvo set fire to
her tail. It pains me to do that…but someone has to. 
“Now we can talk: cat to cat, or cat to human. With the
situation getting too hot in Hollywood, and the lasagna
giving me indigestion, the chief pulled me in for a new
gig—this column. It works this way. You send me all
those puzzling questions you have about cats or dogs
and, through my infinite wisdom, I answer them. Simple.
Like a furry Ann Landers. It’s less exciting than my last
mission, but then, I don’t have to dodge bullets or salivat-
ing dogs. I’m connected, so you can e-mail me at: execu-
tivedirector@spca914.org. In the subject line, write:
Bilbo’s Buzz. Or snail-mail me at: Attn: Bilbo, SPCAof
Westchester, 590 North State Road, Briarcliff Manor, NY
10510. I must have a (legit) name, an address, and a
working phone number. I’ll answer selected questions in
this column.”

Dear Bilbo: An employee of your shelter
referred to my cat as a “polydactyl.” Is
this term an insult, or had this person
simply seen Jurassic Parktoo many times?
Confused in Croton

Dear Confused,
Your bafflement is understandable with
“polydactyl” so similar to “pterodactyl.”
The latter is a flying reptile from the late
Triassic—200 million years ago. “Dactyl”
being Latin for “finger,” pterodactyl

means “wing finger,” and polydactyl is “many fingered,”
or in this case, toed. The trait is genetic, producing cats
with six, seven, or even more toes. You might have heard
of mitten cats, boxing cats, thumb cats, six-finger cats, or
Hemingway cats (Ernest Hemingway, another writer,
though he never won a Purrlitzer, kept a colony of poly-
dactyl, free-ranging cats at his home on Key West.) Since
Boston harbors (no pun intended) a large number of poly-
dactyls, folks believe the first multi-toed cat reached
America aboard the Mayflower. If true, the sailors, who
considered many-toed cats “lucky,” would have hidden
their feline rat-catcher from the Puritan passengers as,
during this same time, European religious sects were
burning polydactyl cats as demonic familiars of witches.
Humans can be so barbaric! Some Asian religions revere
polydactyl cats (that’s more like it,) and a few fanatical
cat lovers even assert that polydactyls are smarter than
normal five-toed felines—that they represent the next
stage in cat evolution.

Whoaaa, hold them UFOs while I ask Scotty to beam me
up. At this juncture, I’m morally obligated to inject some
sanity and “Truth in Journalism” into the discussion. It all
boils down to this: Have you ever seen a six-toed cat
write a column? Hummm? My point exactly.

Pa w Prints is published quarterly by the SPCA of
Westchester, a 501(c)(3) humane organization located at
590 North State Road, Briarcliff, NY 10510.  For information,
please contact Shannon Laukhuf at (914)941-2896 ext.19

SPCA OF WESTCHESTER Hours:
Monday thru Saturday: 10am to 4pm

Sunday: 1pm to 4pm
www.spca914.org

Looking for the perfect gift for the animal lover
in your life?  

Visit our online gift gallery at www.spca914.org and
click on shopping


